2020-2021 Scoggins Middle School Chorus Syllabus
 
Contact Information: 
· Alex McCurdy
· Email: amccurdy@paulding.k12.ga.us
· Phone: (770) 456-4188

Required Links:
Student Information Sheet 
Chorus Contract

Course Description: Scoggins Middle School choirs are choral ensembles that focus on the development of comprehensive choral musicianship through the performance experience. Members will be exposed to a breadth of music literature with an emphasis on high quality performance and thorough understanding. This ensemble performs throughout the year. All students are expected to attend all required rehearsals and concerts for their choir.  
Course Goal: The goal of the director is to assist in the development of comprehensive musicians (quality performers as well as knowledgeable and skilled musicians). High standards result in high achievement. As the director, I set the highest standards for myself and my ensemble members. Musical growth requires significant effort from everyone involved. Each of the objectives listed below will be addressed on a daily & weekly basis in rehearsal.
Course Objectives: By the completion of the year, all students will be expected to accomplish the following: 
 Vocal Skills 
1. Demonstrate appropriate music reading and aural skills in regular rehearsals, performances, and during singing evaluations. 
2. Demonstrate appropriate vocal technique (including proper breath control and good tone quality) in regular rehearsals, performances, and during singing evaluations. 
3. Demonstrate appropriate choral singing technique (including balance, blend, and intonation) in regular rehearsals, performances, and during singing evaluations. 
4. Demonstrate musical performance of all the focus literature* (including note accuracy, memorization, and musicality) in regular rehearsals, performances, and during singing evaluations. 
 Musical Knowledge 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of all musical terminology reflected in the focus literature. 
2. Demonstrate knowledge of the historical background of the focus literature as presented in rehearsals. 
3. Demonstrate knowledge of the basic form and structure of the focus literature as presented in rehearsals. 
4. Demonstrate the ability to critically listen and evaluate the musical performance of the ensemble. 
Materials and Supplies
Students will be issued a music folder to use in class each day. You are responsible for having a pencil, your music folder, and a small notebook for class activities. In addition, students will need to purchase their uniform (dresses for girls & tux outfits for guys). Information about the uniforms will be sent home shortly after class begins. There may also be the opportunity to order a chorus T-shirt. Parents are asked to donate hand sanitizer, Kleenex, and pencils to the classroom.
Concerts and Rehearsals
Students are expected to attend all rehearsals and concerts. Rehearsals and concerts may be scheduled for outside normal school hours and are counted as grades. Students who miss a rehearsal or concert have 3 DAYS to turn in an excuse to the choral director following their return to school in order to receive an excused absence. Some concerts will be performed as field trips. Students with poor classroom behavior or that do not attend rehearsals may not be eligible to participate in certain events (i.e. field trips, honor choir, etc.). Any student who is not able to participate in a field trip will receive an alternate assignment for that grade.
Auditions
Throughout the year students will have the opportunity to audition for solos, duets, small ensembles, and events outside the scope of the normal classroom rehearsals. Auditions may occur during class or afterschool depending on circumstances. Announcements will be sent out when an audition is scheduled.
Assignments
Students may be given assignments that they will be required to complete outside of the chorus classroom.
Communication
If you have any questions throughout the year, please contact me through my email (amccurdy@paulding.k12.ga.us) or contact the school at (770) 456-4188. Parents and students can also sign up to receive Remind 101 messages by texting @73ddfk to the number 81010.
Discipline
Classroom discipline will follow the guidelines set out by Scoggins Middle School and the Paulding County BOE. Students who disrupt rehearsal and refuse to follow rules in class may be ineligible to participate in certain events throughout the year. A list of classroom rules is listed below:
1. No food/candy/gum or beverages - WATER ONLY.
2.  Be Prepared -When you come into the room get your materials and go directly to your seat.
3.  Be Respectful – Respect your teacher, classmates, and yourself.
4.  Participate – Be a part of the class by doing the activities. This includes using good posture, sight-reading, singing out, etc.
5. Be Engaged – Do what you are supposed to do, don’t be a distraction.

